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the rules and not part of any
public funding, this ad hoc
“living room” was named

Heisei-no-Mori Temporary Housing, November 3-5, 2011 Dream Team 1
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Heisei-no-Mori Temporary
Housing Site, Utatsu
246 Units, 639 Residents
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total of fifty-eight temporary
housing sites. Following the
first months of being sheltered
in  emergency  refuges,
survivors of the earthquake
and tsunami were selected
by a lottery process to be
housed in one of the pre-fab
housing shelters located at
safe elevations. The residents
were often separated from
their own family members
and found themselves living
adjacent to strangers with
little in common with each
other except that they had all
survived an unimaginable
catastrophe.

mat size rooms for living and
sleeping, an entry hall with
a bathroom and kitchen to
either side comprised each
household unit — cramped,
regimented and deprived of

privacy.

Of the two dozen alleys
between rows of temporary

housing, the residents facing
each other in row 5 acted in
unison to place a table and a
bench there. This improvised
sitting area soon became
an informal but vital place
for them to step out of their
isolated living quarters and
have a chat with neighbors
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over a cup of tea. As Mrs.
Hatakeyama explained to
us, “The hours spent inside
our rooms were filled by
remembering our lost ones on
that tragic day. We sat around
and cried all the time. Now
there is a place to step outside
and socialize, make jokes,
meet new friends, and help
each other.”
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In the fall of 2011, MIT 3.11’s
Shun Kanda led a team of
volunteers, students, MIT
alums and local fishermen to
build a roof over the outdoor
sitting area, a raised floor off
the ground, a wind-breaker
screen, a bulletin board and
a rain gutter. Built over three
days in the alley where such
an “obstacle” was against
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small community gathering
place, but more importantly,
for initiating a sense of
camaraderie, cooperation
and social coherence to a
most  sterile, anonymous
environment in the wake of
the disaster. The alley was
now transformed into a public
space, the essential catalyst for
the building of a community
— however temporary. Three
years have now passed and
many residents are silently
resigned to be here for
another two years of life at
Heisei-no -Mori. The life to be
regained is still a long way off
for many.
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The “STREET”
in Japan

Street as Everyone’s Stage
Street as the Social Space
Street as Connecting Lives
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Asahl Shinbun, November 2011

Kahoku Shmpo,
November 2011

of the Dream
Team Core team
who  volunteered
consisted of alumni
of the MIT Japan
Design Workshop
and the Veneto
Experience  Italy
program, all of them
currently employed
in Tokyo.

Tsume Oikawa
Hiroshi Onodera
Katsuo Yamaguchi
Baabadoru Ladies
Baabadoru Guys

Volunteers from
Everywhere
Atsushi Miyazaki
Robin Willis
Adele Phillips
Atsuro Abe
Antonio Bellonio
Joel Lamere

Watch the Baabadoru 5-chome Center come to life:

Ayako Oda
Yoko Tatemoto
Akiko Noguchi

Students of Miyagi U.

Sponsors

Japan Disaster
Relief Fund Boston

MIT Center for
International Study

MIT faculty and
departments

Our affiliate
universities in Japan
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Thank you letter from the children
to Saya
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“Basbadoru &-chome” by its I BREDTCTRLDE) EachDreamTeamis  Peopleof Saori Imoto Ao mmoce Atsuko Fish
| residents. S e D assembled by Shun Heisei-no-Mori Sacko Aizawa o ' ' u '-' " ' ' o Director, Japan
-y - Kanda,  director Fumio Hatakeyama Ayako Ishikura Disaster Relief Fund
This was, indeed, the seed of MIT Japan 3.11 Hitoshi Oikawa Inori Tanno Boston, visited Heisei-
DERR O 2 R B BENTICIZ. 589 InMinamisanriku, therearea  Two four-and-a-half tatami project for constructing a Initiative. Members Eiko Hatakeyama Kazumi Masaki no-Mori  Temporary

Housing in October
2011. She is shown
presenting a T-shirt
symbolizing  Boston
children’s  donations
for Tohoku. Joanne
Fallon of New York
City accompanied the
visit.
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Baba Nakayama
during “Golden Week”
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View of Onuma swamp
and the PacificOceanbeyond.
The government plans a 4m
high landfill.
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Dream Team 2

The fishing villages of Baba-
Nakayama in Minamisanriku,
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Rin Rin Popolo

Minamisanriku, Iriya, August 1-11, 2013

Takuo Yamauchi
Toshio Otsuki
Shun Kanda

Ichiro Miura
Kiyomi Suzuki
Toshihiro Yamauchi

Kenichi Yamauchi

Yoshiko Yamauchi

AT E> T —H—H & r this “flying terrace” we would
fERITEAT o7, B INE ﬁJ 2001‘{ all name the “Rin Rin Popolo”.
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and seasoned instructions
from the villagers, to construct

could not get crucial medical
care from Shizugawa Hospital

one’s home ground.
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Watch the Rin Rin Popolo come to life:

P P http:/itinyurl.com/311-rinrinpopolo
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Katsuo Yamaguchi
Carpenter Foreman
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“Most likely, I have learned far
more than what
the student volunteers learned.”

“I am very pleased that the construction
of Baabadoru 5-chome with your focus
on “building with everyone” was clearly
understood. Working  together ~ with
the students was new and exciting for
me. Everyone benefited. The students
impressed me with their honest dedication
and volunteer spirit.”
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“We will steward
this land by

ourselves.”
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Kurayoshi Abe
Fisherman. BabaNakayama
Temporary Housing.
Nakayama Village Leader

“The older folks need just a small place
to gather, outside their boxes. We are not
picky, nothing fancy, just a place where they
can sit, see each other.”, “As long as we're
around, we’ll take care of the overgrown
weeds, simple maintenance. Kids can hang
around after school, the elderly just sitting

in the sun. It’s all working out fine.”
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Noriko Abe

President of Hotel
Kanyo, Minamisanriku
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“Towns are sustained by its own People”
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Looking over to Onuma swamp below,
Miura-san utters, “If we could just turn
the wetlands, which was originally a
swamp, into a small bay...we can cultivate
hatcheries, invest in small scale aquaculture
as a slower, local means of livelihood, as we
get older in our years. That would be fine.”
“The scene of Onuma and the Pacific Ocean
beyond, sitting here at the Pavilione, we can
see the potential of a future.” This Garden
Pavilione has become a stage to experience
the surrounding nature in a new way.
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Ichiro Miura

Fish Packaging Proprietor.
Baba Nakayama Temporary
Housing Baba Village Leader
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“Hard to believe
myself that in the
days after 3.11, I
even wanted to die,
that today I would
be talking to you
about dreams for
the future.”
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Eiko-san with a kind smile said “Come
on in!”, welcoming us every time into
her temporary home. Here, strangers
live next to each other, with very little
privacy. But we have come to know each
other. And now, as we plan to move away
to our newly built home, I feel a little
sad leaving this community behind.”
“I find so much comfort, mentally and
emotionally, at this Baabadoru 5-chome
gathering spot. Children and elderly
hang out at this friendly, safe place,
supporting each other.”
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Eiko Hatakeyama
Housewife.  Heisei
-no-Mori Temporary
Housing. ” Award-
winning flower gardener”
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“One step outside, someone is

there, I can take a breath, a break
from my household chores.”
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Sachio Hatakeyama

Community Leader
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“All three generations living

together, this has been our
long tradition in this region.”
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“We lost our
homes but
found many
ways to come
together.”

BT IS
P BT LY, B
IR,

Kenta Endo
Miyagi University
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Mitsuru Oikawa
& Hitoshi Sato
Youngest entrepre-
neurs of Hashimoto
Restaurant at the
Temporary Shopping
Plaza
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For more information and current updates, please visit our website at:

P » http://japan3-11.mit.edu
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BEYOND 3.11_NextSteps

e For the MIT Japan 3.11
Initiative, perhaps the greatest
sense of achievement has been
the joy of seeing the rebirth
of empowerment — small and
huge, through the experiences
of collaborating and physically
joining hands in building their
mini-community centers. Our
hope lies with inspiring this
strength for shaping their
future: Beyond  2030_next
generations.

* Beyond 2014, our work
continues in Rikuzen-Takata,
Iwate and Soma in Fukushima.
The production of a film
documentary is underway
which will illuminate issues

of “slow disaster”, but more
importantly, inform the dawn
of a renewed prosperity of a
21st century Tohoku.
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Shun Kanda

MIT HEE - #RriTa il AR B0%
Director: MIT Japan 3.11
Initiative, Department of
Architecture, MIT

An architect/educator, active
in urban design, community
planning and  cross-culture
education. During 2011-2013, he
led a team of faculty, students
and volunteers in post-disaster
recovery projects. He is a native
of Tokyo, residing in Boston.

A THIE
Saya Suzuki

Field Research Assistant:
MIT Japan 3.11 Initiative

A key member of the MIT 3.11
Initiative and the iUP program,
responsible for on-site project
planning &  coordination.
After graduating from Keio
University, she has conducted
independent studies at MIT and
IUAV Venice. She is a native of
Hamamatsu, Japan.
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MIT Japan Design Workshop

Continuity / Transformation in Architecture & Community Form

MIT Japan Design Workshop
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The MIT Japan Design
Workshop is organized as
a series of design charrettes
on the theme of Continuity/
Transformationin Architecture
& Community Form. These
activities take place in Kyoto,
in regional villages, and
Tokyo. Projects are based
in  communities with a
historical past that today
face controversial shifts in
demography, environmental
alteration and ecology due
to hyper-urbanization, loss
of a sense of community
and stressed visions for the
future.  Students  conduct
extensive fieldwork, rapid
analysis, design, planning and
implementation  strategies.
Shun Kanda has directed the
MIT Japan Design Workshop
from its inception in 1990.

|U P bnrti?\ll;rsity Program
The inter-University Program

conducts on-site workshops
in design, planning and
construction ~ based on
interdisciplinary and multi-
cultural participation with two
specific educational aims:

One, the development of out-
of-classroom methods for
critical & creative thinking
in the design of our lived-in
environments.

Two, engaging in issues of
Continuity & Transformaton
in Architecture, Community,
and City Design.

iUP include the following
programs: MIT Japan Design
Workshop, Veneto Experience
Italy & MIT Japan 3.11
Initiative

Minamisanriku March 2014 Terra Incognito
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